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Development of a Natural Materials Play Program
Based on the Play—-Centered Nuri Curriculum

Cho Kyung Hee’

The purpose of this study is to develop a natural materials play program applicable to early
childhood education settings based on the educational philosophy of the play—centered Nuri
Curriculum. To achieve this purpose, domestic and international studies related to the
play-centered Nuri Curriculum, natural materials play, and young children’s play and
development were reviewed. In addition, a needs assessment of early childhood teachers and
expert consultations were conducted to inform the program design.

In the program development process, the core principles of the play—centered Nuri Curriculum
—children’s spontaneity, child-led play, and integrated experiences—were systematically
reflected in the educational goals and content. As a result, an eight-week natural materials play
program centered on exploratory play in natural environments was developed. The program was
designed as a practical and feasible educational model capable of expanding children’s play
experiences and strengthening teachers’ play support competencies. This study is meaningful in
that it concretizes the implementation of the play—centered Nuri Curriculum through a natural
materials play program. The findings may serve as foundational data for the practical

dissemination of play—centered education in early childhood education settings.

Keywords : play—centered Nuri Curriculum, natural materials play, program development,

children’s play, early childhood education

xAssociate Professor, Department of Social Welfare, Chungcheong National University
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