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Children—Centered Carbon Neutrality Practice of

a Parent-Teacher Learning Community Operation
—A Case Study of the First Cohort of the Smart Research
Group—

ek

Park, Su-yeon' « Park, Eun—deok™ + Shin Seo—-hee™ : Im Hawo-Jung

This study examines the implementation process and the educational and social impacts of
a sustainable village development initiative led by the public Smart Valley Daycare Center
through the operation of the “Smart Research Group 1st Learning Community.” The community,
consisting of teachers, parents, and local residents, focused on enhancing young children’s
ecological sensitivity and capacity for action based on ESG (Environmental, Social, and
Governance) principles. Various eco—friendly and environmental projects, such as vegetable
gardening, making EM mud balls (Effective Microorganisms), producing eco-bags, and carrying
out the “20 Carbon-Neutral Challenges,” were implemented along with home-linked activities,
creating an organic educational ecosystem that connected children, families, and the local
community. The daycare center served as a hub for promoting carbon-neutral practices at the
village level, contributing to the dissemination of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and fostering community awareness. As a result, young children developed sustainable life
attitudes, teachers experienced professional growth grounded in ESG practices, and both parents
and community members enhanced their environmental sensitivity and recognized the
educational value of participation. This case presents a practical model demonstrating how early
childhood education institutions can become central agents in community-based sustainable

development and suggests the potential for forming educational communities at the village level.

Keywords : ESG, Carbon Neutrality, ESD, Early Childhood Education

* Teacher, Smart Valley National and Public Daycare Center
*% Teacher, Smart Valley National and Public Daycare Center
st Teacher, Smart Valley National and Public Daycare Center
w0k Director, Smart Valley National and Public Daycare Center
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